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FOREWORD
By
Mahamahopadkyaya Pandit Haraprasad Shastrs
M APHhD., CLI E.

Pandit Hrishikesh Shastri, in many senses, was a
remarkable man. Born in 1850, he died in 1913 at
the age of 64. He was pre-eminently a Sanskrit
writer, and his capacity for literary work was wouderful.
Incessant work undermined his health ; otherwise he
might have lived for many years more. From his
student-days, he was assiduous, painstaking and he
never wasted any moment of his life. Born in the
line of many distingunished Pandits of Bhatpara, it was
early known that he would be one of the rising stars
of the place. After finishing his ol studies in
grammar, lexicon, literatore and other subjects, he
early conceived the idea of studying Koglish, which
was tabooed in the Pandit family all over Bengal in
the middle of the last century. To indulge in his
taste for studying English he had to leave Bengal and
proceed to Lahore, where in a short time he passed
all the Lahore University Examinations in the Oriental
Faculty with distinction and the Entrance Examination too.

At Lahore, in a short time he made his mark, and
was a favourite of the University authorities there.
Pr. Lietner, the founder of the University was charmed
with his Sanskrit composition, and he started the
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Sanskrit magazine 'Vidyodaya' with the Shastri as its
Editor. The “Vidyodaya” continued its useful, or I
should rather say, its glorious career for more than
fifty years. when after the death of tho editor and his
supporters, it had to be stopped by his sons. It is
no smail credit to Jhe Shastri that he counducted the
paper single-handed for 44 years. He was the principal
if not the sole writer of the magazine. His admirers
have compared his Sanskrit prose composition with
that of Banabhatta and other writers of ancient fame.
Those who are not his admirers cannot but admire the
variety and diversity of subjects he dealt with. The
ancient Sanskrit literature was his principal theme ;
but he often wrote on the current topics of the day ;
and these are written in a light and humorous vein.
To write in that vein in Sanskrit in the 19th ceutury
is certainly a very creditable performance. and the
current topics were many and embraced the Hinda
life in many of its aspects. But the Shastri undertook
an impossible task,—a Sanskrit magazine in the 19th
century saturated with Kuropean ideas, Kuropean mode
of thinking and a love of European literature. How
he conducted it for 44 years is what [ believe fo be
a wonder and a miraclee. Even Max Muller admired
the Shastri’s work, and I for myself can say that the

VIDYODAYA was a delightfal reading though I think
with Macaulay that Sanskrit composition in the 19th
century is but a bot-house plant and an exotic of
costly growth. Yet I read some of the Shastri's papers
in the Vidyodaya with interest and delight.
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But the Shastri’s literary activities did not end
with the Vidyodaya. He prepared the descriptive
catalogue of the Sauskrit Mss. of the Sanskrit College
Library, Calcutta. The Catalogae has {been useful to
all Sanskrit students and we are all thankful to him
for what he had done in this line of work. He has
also translated into Bengali 7 of the 28 tattvas of
Raghunandaoa, and this has added immensely to the
popularity of Raghunandana’s works. The Supadma
School of Sanskrit grammar is a compromise between the
Panini’s school of scientific grammar and the practical
school of grammars of later age. It was composed in the
14th century at Mithila by a Maithil Pandit
Padmanabha. But it is curious irony of fate that
Mithila has rejected it and it has found a home in
the Prosidency Division of Bengal and it is a standard
work used by the Pandits oi Bhatpara. The Shastri
edited it with a commentary and erudite notes of his
own. So his literary activities were not confined to
the 'Vidyodaya.” They were many sided and vigorous.

Apart from his literary activites, the Shastri was a
very good man,—absolutely free from vanity and pride.
Everyone liked him and loved him for his meekness
and humility. He was the rising star of the University
at Lahore and he had a brilliant prospect before him.
But when after several bereavements in the family his
father felt himself very lonely, he gave up all that
prospect and accepted a small appointment in the
Sanskrit college, Calcutta, with the view of consoling
his father. For reasons that I need not explain here his
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position in the Sanskrit College was not at all bright.
But he accepted it for the sake of his father.

I had the good fortune of being associated with
him in the Saunskrit College for some years. I felt
for him and did what was in my power to help him ;
but that was not much. But one thing I can
confidently assert is that he was a rare character
among the Pandits. I admired his meekness and
always thought him to be a valuable friend.

I am very glad to see that Pandit Padmasiuha
Sharma Vidyavinoda of Bijnor, U. P. has written
an account of the life of the Shastri and an apprecia-
tion of his literary works. He has published some
selections from his Vidyodaya. He is an admirer of
the Shastri and has selected many fine pieces from
the Vidyodaya which in the absence of the volumes
of the magazine will afford instruction and entertain-
ment to all lovers of Sanskrit.
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M-I R et
el qeafa:

I am very glad to get a copy of a selection of a
few pieces from the Sanskrit writings of the late
Pandit  Hrishikesh Shastri previously published in
the old issues of his ‘Vidyodaya’ the renowned Sanskrit
Journal. The present volume—owes its publication
to Pt. Padma Singh Sharma, Vidyavinode of Bijnor
U. P.—widely known in the Hindi world,—but for
whose untiring endeavours the beautiful writings
of the late Pandit Hrishikesh,—lucid, humorous and
classical in style, would have been extinet. I feel it
my first duty, therefore, to accord my best thanks to
the erudite editor of this work—who is a devoted
admirer of the late Pandit and a true appreciator of
the literary merits of his works.

Pt. Hrishikesh Shastri was my colleague in the
Calcutta Sanskrit college (1904-1908), where I first
saw him. He was a savant of true type,~—profoundly
learned, sedulously industrious and perfectly unostenta-
tious. I take this opportunity of putting on record
my first appreciation of the Revered Pandit when I
was a student of the Zilla School, Barisal in the
early nineties of the last century. I had learnt that a
Sanskrit monthly called the ‘Vidyodaya’ was in existence.
I wrote to its editor Pt. H. K. Shastri to enlist me as
‘subseriber. The good Pandit wrote back to say that
the language of the ‘Vidyodaya’ was too difficult for a

7



mere school boy and that I had better not incur any
expenses for such a purpose. I was charmed by the
goodness of the editor-proprietor who could thus
say 'mo’ to an intending subscriber. Here was a
real man. I did subscribe to the ‘Vidyodaya’' (1890)
and found it indeed too difficult for me. Ta each
number I found sometimes one paragraph, sometimes
more, that I could understand. But the major portion
of every number was Greek to me. Still I continued
to be a subscriber, for even in those young days I felt
that the editor was no sham: no mere hireling such
as many wmen of learning have a tendency to become
in these degenerate days.

When later I came in personal contact with the
great Pandit in the Calcutta Sanskrit College, my
expectations were fully realised. It was a pleasure
to have talked with the Pandit Mahasaya, and it was
an education to observe him working at his desk on
the descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit MSS in the
library of the Sanskrit College.

Bengali Pandits do noi practise the art of writing
and conversation in Sanskrit. But there are exceptions.
M. M. Chandra Kanta Tarkalankar and Pt. Hrishikesh
Shastri among the dead and M. M. Gananath Sen
(Sastriji’s Pupil) among the living are good writers of
Sanskrit Prose even in these days of the neglect
of Sanskrit.

VANAMALI VEDANTATIRTHA, ». a.
( President, Assam Sanskrit Board and Senior
Professor of Sanskrit, Murarichand
College, Sylhet, Assam. )
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